


1 

2 

4 

5 

6 

CONFERENCE 
COMMITTEE REPORT 

3rd Printing 

A BI L I TO BE ENTITLE D 

AN AC T 

H B No 6 :?C 

r e lating to th e f ill ing of vacanc1es on a pclitical party ' s c c unty 

e x e c u t i v e c a mm i t t e e a n d t h e c c n d u c t c f c e r t a i n p r i rna r y e 1 e c t i a n s i n 

t he a b se n c e o f a co u n ty e xecut iv e c ommit t e e 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE L EGI ELATURE OF TH OF TEXAS 

SECTI ON 1 Se c t icn s 171 02 4 b and c El ec tion Code are 

1 amend e d t o r e ad as f o llows 

8 b A E*cept ac provided by c a c r it y c f 

9 the committ ee ' s me mb e r s hip must participa t e in filling a vacancy 1n 

10 the cffi ce of c cun t y c h ai r To b e e l e cted a per s cn must receive a 

J l favcrab le v o t e of a cf t h e me mb e rs voting 

12 c Ea c h party sha ll adopt rules to determ i n a percentage 

o f c c mmitt e e me mb e r s hip that co n s titut es a quorum for purposes o f 

1 4 f il li ng a A vac a ncy :in th e cff i c e of prec i nct c hair Tc b e 

15 elect e d a pe .rs cn mu st r e c e1v e a f avcrab l e vote cf a of the 

16 me mb e r s vc t ing may be filled without participation of the ma j ority 

11 of the committee mcmbcrchip if only one pcrcon ic a candidate to 

18 fill the vacancy and the person 

1 9 1 : 11ac elected ac a precinct chair in the moct recent 

2 0 fH imaf)' -€-i€-t t :i€fl -:i-R- -t h€ -€€ tlRt-!f an-9 

21 ;;J i s eligible to ccrvc 1n the vacant office _ 

22 SEC TION 2 Sec tic n 171 025 . E lec tion Co d e is amended by 

add ing Sub sectic n e. tc r e ad as f cllc ws 

24 e _ In a c o unty wi t h a p c pul at ion o f le ss than 5 CC C a 
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H B No 630 

vacancy in the office of ccunty chair may be filled by appointment 

by the state chair of a person who is net a resident cf the ccunty 

.if 

J : the per son resides in a county in this state with a 

5 population of less than 5 COO that is adjacent to the county in 

6 which the vacancy occurs and 

-.· 
L. the secretary of state apprcves the appointment of 

8 the person under procedur es pr esc ribed by the secretary of state 

9 SECTION .? ~ubchapte r E Chapter 172. Election Cede. is 

10 ame nd ed by adding Eecticn 1"72 128 to read as follows 

11 Sec 172 128 AL'I'ERNA'r l VE PRIMARY PROCEDURE FOR COUWrl E~ 

12 WI THOUT COUNTY PARTY LEADERSHIP a This section applies only to 

1~ a pr imar y election that is required for the nomi nati o n cf a 

14 politi ca l party to a statewide office 

15 b The state chair of a po litical party may contract with a 

16 county clerk county tax assessor-collector, cr county elections 

11 administrator . as appropriatE tc held a primary election in a 

18 county in which 

19 1 the office of county chair is vacant and there is 

20 an insufficient number of members serving on the ccunty executive 

21 committee tc fill a vacancy en the committee and 

22 the party is unable to est ablish a temporary 

2~ executive committEE under Sect ion 111 02/ 

24 SECTION 4 This Act takes effect immediately if it receives 

25 a vctE of two-thirds of all the members elected t o each house. as 

26 provided by Section ~ 9 . Article III , Texas Constitution If this 

21 Act does net receive the vcte necessary fer immediate effect this 

8::R31624 ADM-D 2 
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1 Act takE s effect Sept e mb e r J , 20 1 :: 
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HOUSE VERS IO N 

SECTION I. Sections 171.024(b) and (c). Election Code. arc 
amended to read as fo llows: 
(b) A lE>(cept as pro'>·ided by Subsection (c), a] majority of 
the committee's membership must participate in filling a 
vacancy in the office of countv chair. To be elected, a person 
must receive a favorab le vote of a majority of the members 
voting. 
(c) Each party sha ll adopt rules to determine a percentage of 
comm itt.cc membersh ip that constitutes a quorum for purposes 
of filling a lAJ vacancy in the office o f prec inct chair. To be 
elected. a person must receive a favorab le vote of a majoritv 
of the members voting [may be filled without participation of 
the majority of the committee membership if on ly one person 
is a cand idate to fill the vacancy and the person: 
l(l) '~>'as elected as a precinct chair in tl'le fl'lOSt recent primary 
election in the county; and 
l(2) is eligible to sene in the vacunt office]. 

SECTION 2. Section 171.025, Election Code, is amended by 
adding Subsection (c) to read as follows: 
(c) In a countv with a population of less than 5.000, a 
vacancv in the office of countv chair mav be tilled bv 
appointment of a person who i.\· not a resident o(the county 
if: 
(1) the person resides in a countv in this state with a 
population or less than 5.000 that is adjacent to the countv in 
which the vacancy occurs; and 
(2) the secretarv of state approves the appointment of the 
person under procedures prescribed bv the secrctarv of state. 

Associated CCR Draft: 83R31624 
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SENATE VERSION (CS) 

SECTION I. Sections 171.024(b), (c). and (d). Election 
Code, are amended to read as follows: 
(b) A [Except as pro·•ided by Subsectiofl (c), a] majority of 
the committee's membership must participate in fi ll ing a 
vacancy in the ofTice of countv chair. To be elected, a person 
must receive a favorable vote of a majority of the members 
voting. 
(c) Each partv shall adopt rules to determ ine a percentage of 
committee membership that constitutes a quorum for purposes 
of fill ing a fAl vacancy in the office of precinct chair. To be 
elected, a person must receive a favorable vote of a majority 
of the members voting [may be filled v;ithottt participatioB of· 
the majority of the comn~ittee member:;h ip if only OBe person 
is a cand idate to fill the vacancy and the person: 
[(I) was elected as a precinct chair in the most recent primary 
election in the county; and 
[(2) i~; el igible to ser .. ·e in the Yttcunt office). 
(d) A vacall(y in the offlce o{ county chair may not he filled 
before the beginning of the term of office in which the 
vactmcy occurs. 

No equivalent provision. 

CONFERENCE 

SECTION 1. Same as House version. 

SECTION 2. Same as I louse version, except specifies that 
such a vacancy may be fi lled by appointment by the state 
c!tair of a person who i!t· 1rof a resident of the county under 
those conditions. 

13.144.419 



HOUSE VERSION 

No equiva lent provision. 

SECTION 3. Effective date. 
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SENATE VERSION (CS) 

SECTION 2. Subchapter E, Chapter I 72, Election Code, is 
amended by adding Section 172.128 to read as follows: 
Sec. 172.128. ALTERNATIV E PRI MARY PROCEDURE 
FOR COUNTIES WITHOUT COUNTY PARTY 
LEADERSIIIP. (a) This section applies on ly to a prirnarv 
election: 
( 1) that is required for the nomination of a po litical party to a 
state or countp office; or 
(2) (or wlticlt a measure appears on the ballot. 
(b) The state chair of a political partv mav contract with a 
countv clerk. countv tax assessor-collector, or county 
elections administrator, as appropriate, to hold a primarv 
election in a county in which: 
(I) the office of countv chair is vacant and there is an 
insufficient number of members serving on the county 
executive committee to fill a vacancy on the committee; and 
(2) the partv is unable to establish a temporary executi ve 
committee under Section 171.027. 

SECTION 3. Same as House vers ion. 
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CONFERENCE 

SECTION 3. Same as Senate version , except in added 
Subsection (a) limits the section's applicability to a primary 
election that is required for the nomination of a political party 
to a statewide office. 

SECTION 4. Same as House version. 

13.1 44.4 19 



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 

Aust in, Texas 

FISCAL NOTE, 83RD LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 

May 25, 2013 

TO: Honorable David Dewhurst. Lieutenant Governor, Senate 
Honorable Joe Straus, Speaker of the I louse, House of Representatives 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: H8630 by Larson (Relating to the fillin g of vacancies on a political party's county 
executive committee and the conduct of certain primary elections in the absence of a 
county executi ve committee.), Conference Committee Report 

No fi scal implication to the State is anticipa ted. 

Local Government Impact 

No fi scal implication to units of local government is anticipated. 

Source Agencies: 

LBB Staff: UP, SO, AG, Jl, AH E 
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Certification of Compliance with 
Rule 13, Section 6(b ), House Rules of Procedure 

Rule 13. Section 6(b), House Rules of Procedure, requires that a copy of a conference committee 
report signed by a majority of each committee of the conference must be furnished to each member 
o f the committee in person or 1f unable to de liver in person by placing a copy in the member 's 
newspaper mailbox at least one hour before the report is furnished to each member of the house 
under Section I O(a) of this rule. The paper copies of the report submitted to the chief clerk under 
Section I O(b) of this rule must contain a certificate that the requirement of this subsection has been 
satisfied, and that certificate must be attached to the printed copy of the report furnished to each 
member under Section I O(d) of this rule. Failure to comply with this subsection is not a sustainable 
point of order under this rule. 

I certify that a copy of the conference committee report on ~ B. (, ] 0 was furnished 
to each member of the conference committee in compliance with Rule 13, Section 6{b), House 
Rules of Procedure, before submission of the paper copies of the report to the chief clerk under 
Section I O(b), Rule 13, House Rules of Procedure. 
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